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[PRICE SIX-PENCE] 


PW 


To the Reader. 


THIS Diſcourſe was compoſed with no other 
deſign, than that the providence which was the occa- 
ſion of it, might be improved by the congregation to 
whom it was preached : Therefore the only apolog * 
that 1 ſhall make for its being publiſped, is, that 
in ſo doing I wiſh to ſhew a free compliance to the 
requeſt of thoſe who have a right to claim my labours. 


Many things might have been altered — more 
might have been added, reſpecting this noble Lady; 
but as the wiſh of the people is to have it juſt as it 


' was delivered, the ideas and expreſſions have been 
_ attended to as much as may be expected in a ſermon - 


delivered in an extempore way. As it was not in- 
tended for public view; was only a curſory, haſty 
production for the pulpit, I truſt this will ſecure the 
candour of the judicious into whoſe hands it may come. 


A SERMON. 


2 SAMUEL, I. 19. 
HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN! 


* 


I 1MAacins you all know the reaſon of 
my chooſing this text; therefore, to ſay any 
thing on this head would be inexpedient. 
The words are David's; the occaſion, the 


death of Saul and Jonathan ; the we” 
parts are two— 


Firſt, An appellation of honour—the 
mighty. By perſons being mighty, we com- 
monly underſtand that power and authority 
which is the reſult of wealth *, or ſome ſupe- 
rior dignity of ſtation. In both theſe re- 
ſpects, Saul and Jonathan were mighty. 


Secondly, We have the extinction of theſe 
mighty ones, under the word fallen. When 
David ſays, How are the mighty fallen! he 


* Ruth ii. 1. + Ezra iv. 20. 
= does 


2 ] 
does not mean, fallen from ſome particular 


office, or honours in life ; but fallen under 
the power of death. 


Falling, is taken differently in the ſcrip- 
tures. We read of falling, in an evi ſenſe ; 
as the fall of angels, and the fall of man. 
Angels fell from felicity to infamy—from 
heaven to hell*. Adam, and all men in him, 
fell from perfection to corruption—from a 
ſtate of happineſs to a ſtate of miſery, guilt, 
and death +. Our death is a fall, in conſe- 
quence of Adam s fall. 


We read of- falling, 3 na th ſenſe; as when 
we are told that Moſes t, Abraham &, David, 
and others fell before God; that is, in reve- 


rence to worſhip and adore him as their 
Lord and Saviour. 


WMWe read of falling, in an aflictive ſenſe; 
as where Solomon ſays, the juſt man falleth 
ſeven times, and riſeth again || ; he means, 
that he falleth into troubles often—although 
the believer falleth into troubles, he ſhall not 
fall under troubles ; for God will raiſe him. 


* Jude vi. + 1 Cor. xv. 22. Rom. v. 12. 14. f Numb. 
xiv. 5. § Gen. xviii. 2. || Prov. xxiv. 16. 


We 
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We read of falling, in a religious ſenſe ; as 
when nominal profeſſors caſt off their pro- 
feſſion, and renounce the doctrine of Chriſt, 
they are ſaid to fall from the faith *. | 


We read of falling, in an irrecoverable ſenſe; 
as did Cain, Judas, and other apoſtates F. 


We read alſo of falling, in an immature 
ſenſe; the metaphor in our text is borrowed 
from the falling of untimely fruit from the 
tree, before it is ripe: in this ſenſe, Saul fell 
in his ſtrength and vigor. But it was not 
ſo with the deceaſed ; ſhe fell, and came to 
the grave (as Job ſpeaks of death) at a full 
age, like a thock of corn coming in at its 
ſeaſon}. In diſcourſing on this paſlage, 
1 ſhall, 


Firſt, Make ſome general remarks on the 
words before us. 


Secondly, Shew what it is that denomi- 
nates a perſon mighty, in a religious view. 


Thirdly, Conclude with an _—_ rence from 
the ſubject. 


And in doing this dnn W 8 to the 
memory of the deceaſed, it is not my deſign to 
* Gal. v. 4. + Gen. iv. 14, 15, &c. f Job v. 26. 

B 2 entertain 
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entertain you with uſeleſs encomiums on her 
memory my prayer is, that I may ſo ſpeak 
of her death, as may be to the advantage 
of you, the living. We are to make ſome 
general remarks on the words. 


Firſt, Obſerve, that it is /awfidl to celebrate 
the memory of the dead. I mention this, 
becauſe ſome will tell us, that funeral ora- 
tions are not productive of good, but harm ; 
that praying to faints had its origin from the 
injudicious honours, which in early ages 
were paid to the dead. We juſtify our con- 
duct on this occaſion from the holy example 
of David, who, in the text, venerates the 
power and might of the King and his ſon, 
though now dead. The text, and this ſolemn 
occaſion, lead us to reflect on the death of 
three mighty ones King, a Prince, and a 
Peereſs. In Saul, we have an awful remem- 
brance of death; though he was Iſrael's King, 
he died a witked man, and may repreſent 
many who are diſguiſed in Chriſt's hvery, 
prove hypocrites, and periſh. In Jonathan, 
we have an humiliating remembrance of death ; 

though a good man, he falls in the battle 
with Saul-—which may teach us this humb- 


„ Ifaiah Ivii. x, 


ling 
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ling leſſon, that the beſt of men are mortal. 
In the Counteſs, we have a very encouraging 
remembrance of death; from the living joys 
which ſhe had in her dying hours. When 
the blood-veſſel broke, which was the com- 
mencement of her illneſs, being aſked by 
Lady Ann Erſkine, her dear and conſtant 
companion, How the did? ſhe ſaid, I am 
« well; all is well—well for ever. I ſee, 
te wherever I turn my eyes, whether I liye or 
te die, nothing but victory.“ 


Secondly, Obſerve, that the death of ſingu- 
lar characters is matter of public lamentation. 
Our text is uſed by way of lamentation, on 
the death of Saul and his ſon. We are told, 
verſe 11, when intelligence of Saul's death 
was brought to David, that he took hold of 
his clothes, and rent them. This was the cuſ- 
tom in the oriental countries, as a token of 
ſorrow and mourning. Verſe 12, it is ſaid, 
they mourned, wept, and faſted until even. 
Verſe 24, all Iſrael are called to weep and 
mourn for Saul and Jonathan. Does not the 
death of great ones paſs without public 
mourning? then may not we, on this occaſi- 
on, take up David's mournful lamentation, 

and 
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and ſay, Alas, how are the mighty fallen! A 
nurſing mother is fallen in Iſrael this day! 


Thirdly, Obſerve, that worldly greatneſs does 
not exempt from the power of death. The text 
tells us, of the fall of the great, and tlie 
mighty. If greatneſs, goodneſs, or uſeful- 


neſs, could free from death, we ſhould have 


had no need to ſay, Alas, our dear patroneſs 
15 no more! This may be thought a needleſs 


_ remark, as no one pretends to ſay, that man's 


greatneſs frees him from the common laws of 
mortality : but 'obſerve, though none pre- 
ſume, that worldly greatneſs frees from death, 
I think all will allow, that it often makes 


men forget death. I remember reading of 


one who, on his death bed, ſaid, © When I 
entered into orders, I had hopes of ſalva- 


< tion; when I became a Cardinal, I doubted 


* it; but, ſince I have been the Pope, I have 
* wholly deſpaired of it.“ A ſimilar caſe to 
this I knew, of one who, when he had ſcarcely 
bread to eat, would: ſpeak of nothing but 
Chriſt; when he became more comfortable 
in the world, would ſay but very little of 
Chriſt; when he became independent, caſt 
off all his profeſſion of Chriſt; choſe the play- 


houſe, 
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houſe, before God's houſe ;—-but mark the 
awful end ! though his greatneſs cauſed him 
to forget death, it did not free him from 
death; for in the midſt of all his affluence, he 
was laid upon a fick bed, and in a few days 
died in the horrors of dreadful deſpair. Re- 
.member, ye great ones, ye rich and mighty, 
ones, that in the midſt of a ſplendid life you 
are upon the brink of death, the verge of the 
rave, and the Precapies © of an eternal gulf! 


Fourthly, eme that great perſons are 
often expoſed to great dangers. David crowds 
much meaning into this little word how; 
. how are the mighty fallen! As if he had ſaid, 
How great and awful have thoſe dangers been, 
ta which thoſe mighty ones have been ex- 
poſed! but now dangers have proved fatal. 
Such were the dangers to which the deceaſed 

was expoſed by her religion, that at Aſhby 
de la Zouch, her life was in eminent danger. 
A diabolical being, who owed even the means 
of his ſubſiſtence to her bounty, headed a 
party, who drank damnation to her over her 
garden wall, and ated ſomewhat like thoſe 
' ſpoken of Acts xxiii. 12. who ſware, that they 
would neither eat nor drink till they had killed 
Paul. Although thoſe men wiſhed deſtruc- 
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tion on themſelves, if they did not lay in am- 


bufh till they had taken away her life, yet 


God, who deſigned her for great uſefulneſs, 


delivered her, by ſmiting the conſcience of 
one, who was privy to their intentions ; who 


informed her how they lay in wait for her 


life. Nor was ſhe in leſs danger from a cer- 


tain character; who was filled with ſuch en- 
mity againſt her, becauſe of religion, as even 


to go to three different magiſtrates, to give an 
oath, that ſhe was guilty of treaſonable acts “: 


but the magiſtrates, from a full knowledge 
of her loyalty, and truly noble character, and 
alſo the infamy of this perſon, would not 
receive the oath. Out of theſe and other 
dangers the Lord delivered her, and compaſſed 
her by his favour as with a ſhield. Remember, 
brethren, thoſe who ſtand in high places ſtand 


in dangerous places. We often think of the 


danger to which we are expoſed through po- 
verty, when we forget that riches would ex- 
| pole us to more. 


Fifthly, Obſerve, that no man knows either 
whenorby what means hemuſt leave the world. 


Whether by a natural or a violent death; 
Whether by a fudden or a lingering death ; 


0 This was in the year 1745. 
N ' whether 
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whether in the bloom of youth, or in old age. 
This occaſion leads us to the death of a young 
Jonathan, a middle-aged Saul, and an aged 
Counteſs. Beloved, I do not mention theſe 
things to amuſe you; but, to put you in re- 
membrance-of the uncertainty of life. Are 
not Solomon's words ſeaſonable ? © Boaſt not 
ce thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou knoweſt not 
ee what a day may bring forth *. It is prob- 
able, when Saul came to Gilboa, that he little 
thought the next day's travel would bring his 
final overthrow ;—and, finner ! thou little 
thinkeſt, that the womb of this night ; yea, 
this hour, may bring forth eternal death to 
thy ſoul. An acquaintance of mine, ſome 
time ago, happened to travel a little one day 
with an horrid ſwearer, whom he reproved, 
and adviſed to think of the welfare of his ſoul: 
but replied he, © It will be time enough for me 
to think of religion when I am older.” My 
friend remarked unto him, that life was very 
uncertain, and that he might not be ſpared. 
<« Well, well,” ſaid he, * you leave that; if I 
have only time when I come to die, to pray 
«© God to be merciful unto me, I do not doubt 
but that I ſhall die as happy as any of you, 


* Prov. xxvii. I. 


&: «© who 
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« who make ſo much to do about religion.“ 


But mark the awful iſſue They did not go 


much further together, before the fwearer's 
horſe fell, and threw him with ſuch violence 
upon his head, that his neck was broken; ſo 
that he had not time given him even to ſay, 
God be merciful. May the Lord write theſe 
things upon all your hearts, and bring you 
favingly to Jeſus Chriſt to-day, for to-mor- 


row your foul may be in eternity. I ſhall, 


. Secondly, Shew what it is that denomi- 
nates a perſon mighty, in a religious view. 


Firſt, Perſons are mighty, in a religious 
ſenſe, who have clear and extenſive diſcoveries 
in the myſteries of divine revelation. This ſee 


- Acts xviui. 24. © A certain Jew, named Apol- 


« los, came to Epheſus ; a man mighty in the 
ce ſcriptures.” In this reſpect the words of our 
text will apply to the deceaſed ; ſuch was 
her great love to, and reverence for, the teſ- 
timony of Chriſt in his word, that for ſome 
years after ſhe was called by divine grace, 
ſhe always read the bible with proyer, upon 
her knees. At one time, I recollect, ſhe was 
enjoining prayer upon me, whenever I read 
the word—ſhe told me, that ſhe did not re- 

member, 
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member, that at any one time fince ſhe had 
inown the Lord, that ſhe had taken the bible 
into her hand without having her heart lifted 
1% to God, for a hing upon what ſhe read. 
Does not the holy example of this pious lady 
reprove many of you, who read the bible 
careleſsly ? not conſidering, that the holy 
bible will either be the word of life or death, 
of ſalvation or condemnation to you in the 
day of judgment. I beſeech you, brethren, 
for the ſake of your ſouls, pray over the 
bible whenever you read it! Search for Jeſus 
in the word, for he is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the whole. What is the bible without 
_ Chriſt? Take Chriſt out of the bible, and 
there will be nothing left for poor ſouls ; 


No way to God, no way to heaven to be 
found *, 


Secondly, Perſons are mighty, in a reli- 
gious view, who are powerful and prevalent 
in prayer. Gen. xxxii. 28. Thy name ſhall 
obe called no more Jacob, but Iſrael ; for as a 
Prince thou art mighty, haſt power with 
* God, and haſt prevailed.” So noticed the 
deceaſed was in this reſpect, that I recollect 
ſhe told me once, when ſhe was firſt called 


* John v. 39, and xiv. 6. 
_— by 
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by divine grace, that perſons of diſtinction, 


perſons of the firſt rank in this kingdom, 
when inquiry was made for her, and ſhe 


could not be ſpoke to with convenience, 


would in ſcorn and deriſion ſay, Her Lady- | 


e ſhip cannot be ſeen ; ſhe is at prayer with 
“ ſome of her beggars ; ſome of her beggars 
are with her, and ſhe is praying for their 


* ſouls.” But, brethren, however prayer 
may be ſcorned by men, it is better to be 


at the feet of Chriſt, © a poor Lazarus, 
* begging our bread upon earth, than to be a 
erich Dives, begging our water in hell.” 


Would you conquer your enemies—pray. 
A certain Queen ſaid once, That ſhe was 


te more afraid of the prayers of John Knox, 


than an army of ten thouſand men.” 80 
Satan 1s more afraid to ſee a man upon his 


knees, praying againſt fin, than an army of 


ten thouſand reſolutions, made in your own 


ſtrength ; yea, ſo mighty is prayer, that it 


will prevail with him who is Almighty “. 


I do not mean a cold, dull form of prayer, 
ſuch as many of you ſay over at a night, 
when you are got into bed, and are half 
aſleep. This is an abomination before God . 


| * Matt. xvili. 19. . + Prov. Xv. 8. 


| "Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Perſons are mighty, in a reli- 
gious view, who are diſintereſtedly influenced 
by the truth. 2 Chron. xxvu. 6. Jotham 
became mighty, becauſe he prepared his 
ways before the Lord his God. And may 


not we ſay of the deceaſed, that ſhe was 


mighty in di/intereftedneſs. She could have 
no worldly intereſt in ſpending all her for- 
tune for the good of immortal ſouls. Had 
it been applauſe ſhe was ſeeking? the many 
foul ſtorms which fell upon her, on ac- 
count of religion, would have deluged her 
profeſſion, But how is it with you ?-1 
fear ſome uſe religion as men do their ſun- 
dials, which they never look at only when 
the ſun ſhines on them. Are there not 
ſome here to-night who never look at re- 
ligion, except the ſun of proſperity ſhines 
upon it? A certain King ſaid once, he 
would never launch further into the ſea, 
than he was ſure he could return with ſafe- 
ty to the ſhore: —ſo many half-hearted 
profeſſors make ſure of this one thing, to 
go no further in religion, than they know 
they can return back with ſafety to their 
old companions. View the noble example 
of this bleſſed Lady before us ; ſhe embark- 

ed 


T 261 


ed in the cauſe of Chriſt, fully, freely, and | 
wholly—go thou, and do likewiſe, 


Fourthly, Perſons are mighty, in a reli- 
gious ſenſe, who are fingularly eminent in 
uſefulneſs. It is ſaid, Acts vii. 22. © that 
* Moſes was a man mighty in words and 
« deeds.” In this ſenſe our text will apply 
to the deceaſed, Hiſtory informs us of many 
uſeful men in the church, but of no woman 
equal to her. Where can we find one, of 
her family and fortune, devoting their all 
to God? Where can we find one of her 
rank, who is not ſeeking honours, riches, 
and caſe ? whilſt ſhe was found earneſtly 
ſeeking the welfare of immortal ſouls. — 
Reflect on her noble deeds ! May not the 
many hundreds which ſhe expended every 
year, and ſome years thouſands of pounds, 
for the ſupport of the goſpel in ſome places, 
and the ſpread of it in others, be numbered 
among her mighty deeds? May not the 
erecting and ſupporting the College at Tre- 


vecca, for. the reception and education of 
young men for the miniſtry, be numbered 
among her mighty deeds? May not the 
amazing number of chapels which ſhe has 

built, 


t 1g ] ; 
built, be reckoned among her mighty deeds? 
May not the many hundreds of evangelical 
miniſters, which ſhe has ſent into the Lord's 
vineyard (many of whom remain in this' 

connexion, others are in the eſtabliſhed 
church, others among the baptiſts and in- 
dependents) be numbered among her mighty 
deeds? But the time would fail here to men- 


tion all the noble deeds of this incompar- 
able woman. i 


Fifthly, Perſons are mighty, in a religious 
view; who are favoured with the graces of the - - 
Holy Spirit in a ſpecial manner. Such were 
the high enjoyments with which the deceaſed 
was honoured, that we may ſay, juſtly, ſhe was 
e ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
She was mighty in faith, and divine confidence; 
as is evident from her dying expreſſions. At 
one time ſhe ſaid, © All the difficulties which 
« ſurround me, and all the pains I am exerciſ- 
ed with in this poor body, through mercy, 
affect not the ſettled peace and joy of my 
e ſoul.” She was mighty in patience. Doctor 
Lettſom, in a letter to Lady Ann, in one part 
of it, ſays, When I look back upon the paſt 
years of my attendance on the Countels, 
8 and connect with it the ane of others 

cc to 
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ee to whom my profeſſion has introduced me, 
cc I feel conſolation in acknowledging, that 
© of all the daughters of affliction, ſhe exhi- 
ce bited the greateſt degree of chriſtian com- 
ce poſure that I ever witneſſed.” She was 
mighty in perſeverance; as a public character 
the has, for more than half a century, conti- 
nued amidſt floods of errors, ſtedfaſtly con- 
tending for the doctrines of grace, which ſne 
firſt embraced. She was mighty in humility; 
after all her excellency, in what an humble 
ſtyle does ſhe ſpeak of herſelf, in her dying 
moments: I have always lived the poor un- 

ce worthy penſioner of the infinite bounty of 
e my LoxD Gop and SA viouR JESUS CHRIST; 
e and I now declare, that all my preſent peace, 
« and my future hope of glory, either in 
_ © whole or in part, depend wholly, fully, and 
ce finally, upon his alone merits, committing 
e my ſoul into his arms unreſervedly, as a 
<« fubject of his ſole mercy to all eternity.” 
She was mighty in zeal; many talk of loſing 
their firſt love and - zeal, but hers grew 
ſtronger: in the very laſt moments of her life, 
we may ſee a flame of holy zeal burſt from 
her dying heart. The very day in which ſhe 
died, ſhe exerted herſelf in directing to ſend 
miſſionaries to the South Seas, in hopes of 
, preaching 
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preaching Chriſt among that uninformed 
people. We now, | 


Thirdly, Infer from the ſubject, 


- Firſt, That ſuch providences as bereave 
ſociety of their patrons, ſhould be ſeriouſly 
laid to heart. Saul's death was a ſtroke 
upon the civil authority—this on ſacred. 
When ſupporters. and promoters of the 
goſpel are taken away, that affect the public 
intereſt of religion, it ſhould be matter of 
- humiliation and prayer. Did David lament 
Saul's death ?—ſo will we the- death of our 
dear patroneſs, after a godly ſort. -- Now 
may the prieſts, and the miniſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the 
altar, becauſe the mighty are fallen !—Alas! 
Selina the mighty, for .the ſpread of the 
goſpel, is fallen !—Weſley, the great and 
renowned reformer of this age, is alſo gone! 
Rowland, that bright ſtar which gave 
Jo much light to the principality of Wales, 
is no more!— Thornton, that unequalled 
character for unbounded beneficence, is re- 
moved from the world 0 Lord Jeſus, 
* reſidue of the Spirit is with thee !— 

D 'T hou 
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the inlet to eternal miſery: 


Thou haſt taken away our Elijahs' ; let a 


double portion of their ſpirit reſt upon 


ſome Eliſhas', who may fill their Places ORR 


Secondly, From the ſubject we ſee, that 
mortal calamities fall alike both upon ſaint 


and inner. Here we find a wicked King, 


and a pious Prince, fall together. Saul 
was a wicked man, had an evil ſpirit, con- 
ſulted evil fpirits, ſlew the prieſts of the 
Lord, and fought to take away David's life; 
Jonathan was a good man, David's friend, 
brother, and counſellor ; ; yet the all-wiſe 
God ſuffers them to fall together in the 
battle Death is a common calamity, that 


viſits alike the juſt and the unjuſt. Be- 


lievers go to the grave through as great 
pains and anguiſh as others; yet there is 
a great difference between the death of theſe 
two characters. Death comes to the ſinner 
as a curſe, a plague, and a tormentor ; as 
but death comes 
to the faint as a friend, a convoy, and a paſ- 
ſage to ! joys. 


Thirdly, From the fubjest we may Fare 
_ learn, that no human excellency or 
might 
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' might can prove any ſhelter againſt death.— bs 


Neither your birth nor blood, youth nor 
ſtrength, policy nor prudence, privilege 
nor profeſſion, can ſhelter you againſt the 
grave. You cannot be ſaved from the 
ſtroke of death, but you may be ſaved from 
the fling of death. | 


If I recolle& right, Demoſthenes was 
aſked once, what was the firſt thing re- 
quired in an orator? He anſwered, pro- 
nounciation. Being aſked, what was the 
ſecond ? anſwered, pronounciation. Being 
aſked, what was the third? he replied, 
pronounciation. So, if I were aſked, what 
was the firſt preparation for death? T1 
would anſwer, an intereſt in Chriſt, If I 
were aſked, what was the ſecond? I would 
reply, an intereſt in Chriſt. If I were 
aſked, what was the third? I would ſay, an 
intereſt in Chriſt—yea, had I ten thouſand 
tongues, could ſpeak fo loud that all the 
world might hear, and was going to God's 
bar, I would fay, and affirm, that Chriſt 
15 the firſt, Chriſt is the laſt; and that an 
intereſt in Chriſt is the only preparation for 
death, 

D2 We 


[ 2] 
We never can meet death with comfort, 

except our minds are enlightened by the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, our hearts changed by 
the grace of Chriſt, our ſin waſhed away 
by the blood of Chriſt, our ſouls juſtified 
by the merits of Chriſt, and our faith and 


hope built wholly upon the atonement of 
Chriſt. 


That the deceaſed had no hope but in 
Chriſt, is evident from her own expreſſions. 
She ſaid, at one time, I ſee myſelf a poor 
te worm; and, drawing near death, what 
* hope could I entertain if I did not know 
* the efficacy of Chriſt's blood, and turned 
© as a priſoner of hope: to this ſtrong- 
« hold ?” Adding, How little could any 
te thing of mine give a moment's reſt: to a 
ec departing ſoul ?—ſo much fin and ſelf, 
* mixing with the beſt, and always fo ſhort 
e of what we owe! I confeſs I have no 
ce hope, but that which inſpired the dy- 
« ing thief at the ſide of my Lox D; and 
*© I muſt be ſaved in the fame way, as freely, | 
“and as fully, or not at all.” See here, 
Phariſee, though ſhe had many more good 
works to boaſt of than thou haſt, yet Chriſt 


was 
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was her only hope; and he aſk be think} 
or elſe chou art loſt. 


Fourthly, Kind the mighty fallen? Learn 
hence, that the mean and feeble cannot expect 
to land. Though the poor may ſeem be- 
neath the fury of many enemies to which 
the mighty are expoſed, yet they have no ſe- 
curity from death. Think then of death, 
be converſant with death, familiarize death 
to your thoughts. Bleſs me ! ſome of. you 
are ſaying, why to keep death ſo much in 
our minds would make us quite melan- 
choly ! 'This ſhews, that you never by faith 
ſaw the glories of Chriſt beyond the grave. 
« Would a man be melancholy at the 
e thoughts of leaving an homely cottage, to 
*« go and take poſſeſſion of a kingdom?“ 
This the believer does when he dies. The 
cauſe of your having ſuch gloomy thoughts 
of death, is, becauſe you either do not 


know Chriſt, or | elſe Chriſt is not before 
you, f | 


I am much pleaſed with a ſtory of three | 
men, who met together to conſider how 
they mi _ make death familiar. The firſt 
. ſaid, 
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death can hurt that foul, 


—_— 


+ "ſaid, „That I may be kept from fin in life, 


« and not be alarmed at death, I often 
ce think of the agonies the damned are ſuf- 


_ « fering for | ſin.” The ſecond ſaid, © 1 
ec think of the bliſs of heaven, and the 


e glorious rewards of the juſt.” But, ſaid 
the third, © I think of the bleeding, ago- 
e nizing, dying Saviour; and in this death 
e ſee death conquered—yea, his death is 
et the death of my fears, and the life of 
* my ſoul.” e | 


Some naturaliſts ſpeak of a ſerpent, 


Which, if it ſees a man before he ſees it, 


he is ſure to be killed by it; but, if he 
ſees it firſt, ſuch is the power of the hu- 
man eye on this ſpecies, that it cannot hurt 
him. Whether this is true or not, I will 
not ſay; yet it is true in the ſenſe to which 


we may apply it. When death comes upon 


a man unſeen, and unprepared, he is de- 


ſtroyed eternally; but, if a ſoul hath ſeen 


death overcome in the death of Jeſus, ſuch 


is the power of the eye of faith, that 
looks at, and hopes in the death of this 
crucified Conqueror, that neither devils nor 


1 


Fifthly 


1 
Fifthly and laſtly, From the ſubject to 
which we have been attending, we may 
ſee how great the difference is between the 
fall of the righteous and the wicked. Come 


here, ye careleſs ſinners, and ſee the dif- 
ference of theſe two characters! 


A A poor man died ſome years ago, who 
was viſited by ſome chriſtians I was then 


in fellowſhip with. One aſked him, If 


« he had any hope?” He replied, © My 
hope is the deſpair of the damned.” The 
friend faid, © Jeſus is almighty to fave.” 
I know,” ſaid he, that he is almighty. 
te to ſave; but he 1s.alſo almighty to damn,” 
*« But,” faid the friend, © the blood of 
* Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin.” © Oh!” 
ſaid the poor man, © Do not mention that 
terrible name, Chriſt, to me; I have in 
< life deſpiſed, and trampled his blood un- 
eder my feet, and that is the thing, it is 
that blood that ſaves others, that binds 
* me down in chains of - damnation.” — 
„Shall I pray with. you ?” faid the friend. 
Oh, do not,” ſaid he, mention prayer 
< to mel I am loſt for ever! I am now 
E ſcorched 
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* « ſcorched with damning flames, and ſee 
< the devils hovering about the bed, to drag 


my ſoul to hell.” In this horrid deſpair 
he me.” 


IR let us view the fall of the righte- 
ous, in the death of our friend. At one 
time ſhe faid, and repeated it often, with 
great energy, © The 'coming of the Lord 
e draweth nigh. Oh, Lady Ann, the com- 
ee ing of the Lord draweth nigh!” adding, 
e The thought fills my ſoul with joy un- 
King ſpeakable.” Now, if you have not Jeſus. 
when you come to die, inſtead of ſaying, 
the coming of the -Lord draweth nigh, 
you will fay, miſery and deſtruftion is 
nigh; inſtead of being filled with joy un- 
ſpeakable, you will be filled with unſpeak- 
able horrors. At another time ſhe ſaid, 
« The Lord hath been preſent with my 
« ſpirit this morning, in a remarkable man- 
*-ner: what he means to convey to my 
« mind I know not; it may be my ap- 
te proaching departure. My ſoul is filled 
« with glory—I am as in the element of 
< heaven itſelf!” Now, if you have not 
| - Chrift 


(<1 
Chriſt when you die, and if conſcience be 
awake, you will not fay; the Lord is pre- 
ſent with me, but devils—you will not ſay, 
I am in the elements of heaven, but in the 
ſuburbs of hell. At another time ſhe 
ſaid, © I am encircled in the arms of love 
« and mercy!” And, at another, © I long 
* to be at home! Oh, I long to be at 
« home!” She often uſed thefe words 
„My work is done; I have nothing to 
e do but to go to my heavenly Father.” 
— But, ſinner! unleſs thou art brought to 
Chriſt, when dying thou wilt not be able 


to ſay, ſalvation's work is done; but my foul 
15 everlaſtingly undone. 


Her laſt works. which ſhe repeated of- 
ten, in a feeble voice, ſo as juſt to be 
heard, were — I ſhall go to my Father 
this night! I ſhall go to my Father this 
night!“ adding, Has God forgot to be 
e gracious? or is there any end of his 
« loving-kindneſs?” This is not ſpoken 
in a doubting way, for a queſtion aſked 
often carries in it the force of a ſtrong 
E 5 denial; 


a 


8 


- 


the better part, which ſhall never be. taken 
from you! and may God add his bleſſing, 


| for Chriſt's ſake, 


difference between the 


1 26 J 
Amen. 


as when we ſay, Can ſuch a 
be ? we mean, No, it is impoſſible. 
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May you ſee the 
fall of the ſaint and the ſinner, and chooſe 
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